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VISTA 2020 

Plan Purpose 
 
 

 
 

STATE LAW REQUIREMENTS        
Arizona Revised Statutes, Section 9-461.05-9 D 4 
 
ñEach planning agency shall prepare and the governing body of each municipality shall adopt a 
comprehensive, long-range general plan for the development of the municipality.  The planning 
agency shall coordinate the production of its general plan with the creation of the state land 
department conceptual land use plans under title 37, chapter 2, article 5.1 and shall cooperate with the 
state land department regarding integrating the conceptual state land use plans into the municipalityôs 
general land use plan.  The general plan shall include provisions that identify changes or modifications 
to the plan that constitute amendments and major amendments.  The plan shall be adopted and 
readopted in the manner prescribed by section 9-461.06. 
 
The general plan shall be so prepared that all or individual elements of it may be adopted by the 
governing body and that it may be made applicable to all or part of the territory of the municipality. 
 
The general plan shall consist of a statement of community goals and development policies.  It shall 
include maps, any necessary diagrams and text setting forth objectives, principles, standards and plan 
proposals.ò 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION           
The State of Arizona requires general plans in all municipalities to guide their future growth.  Elements 

of the required plans vary according to the size of the community.  Sierra Vista has chosen to include 

all the elements mandated by State law regardless of the Cityôs size. 

 

In 1998 and 2000, the Arizona State Legislature passed Growing Smarter (GS) and Growing Smarter 

Plus (GS+) which established new guidelines for the preparation, requirements, and adoption of 

general plans.  These new State guidelines caused the City of Sierra Vista to initiate a complete 

rewrite of their General Plan, VISTA 2010.  VISTA 2020 conforms to the new requirements.  The 

guidelines also require public vote ratify the general plans. 

 
In VISTA 2020, each Element stands alone as required by State Law.  All elements have an 
interrelationship; therefore, a holistic decision-making approach is fundamental to City action.  
Management and planning tools, such as modeling, forecasting, census analysis, and decision-trees, 
are beneficial to this type of integrated approach. 
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PLAN HISTORY           
A general plan has guided the City since 1965.  Over the years, Sierra Vistaôs general plans have 

contained the communityôs goals and strategies for the future in such areas as land use, environment, 

transportation, and public services.  The plan has provided the basis for development regulations and 

project funding.  This General Plan was produced by a consultant and includes standards, maps, and 

goals and objectives, many of which are still relevant. 

 

The Cityôs first revision to the 1965 plan was the 1985 VISTA 2000 General Plan.  The City staff used 

a planning process that involved the community and public officials when writing this General Plan. 

 

The City Council adopted VISTA 2010 in 1995.  The planning process for the VISTA 2010 began with 

the Planning and Zoning Commission reviewing each goal, policy, and objective.  City staff attended a 

variety of meetings of local service and business organizations to present information on the plan and 

adoption process.  Additionally, staff held a series of public meetings to discuss the plan and receive 

community views.  A major focus of VISTA 2010 was to create a user-friendly document, unlike the 

500-page VISTA 2000.  The adoption of VISTA 2010 reaffirmed the approval of a number of 

previously adopted specific plans, including plans for housing, surface water, sewers, fire protection, 

and the airport. 

 

In VISTA 2020, each element has the State Law, Introduction, Background, Goals and Strategies, and 

an Implementation Matrix.  While each element will interrelate to other elements, each Element in the 

VISTA 2020 is written as a stand-alone document. 

 

The Arizona Revised Statutes regarding general plans can change.  This document conforms to the 

Arizona Revised Statutes as of November 5, 2002. 

 

Additionally there are planning documents that are still under consideration by other agencies that 

could affect the City of Sierra Vista.  As the other agencies adopt the plans, the City of Sierra Vista 

can alter its General Plan by adopting the relevant portions. 

 
 
 

CITY HISTORY           
The history of Sierra Vista began with the establishment of Camp Huachuca in 1877.  Over the years 

the military outpost became a Fort and served as the home of the famed Buffalo Soldiers of the 9th 

and 10th Cavalry.  During World War II the mission of the Fort changed to an infantry training base.  

After the war, the Fort closed for a number of years and then reopened in 1954.  Shortly thereafter, the 

community, which had been developing to the east of the Fort, incorporated as Sierra Vista.  Several 

major commands, including the US Armyôs Network Enterprise Technology Command, Intelligence 

Center and School, and Electronic Proving Grounds currently operate on Fort Huachuca. 
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Since its incorporation in 1956, the City has grown to encompass 139 square miles (including Fort 

Huachucaôs 119 square miles) and a population of over 37,000 in the 2000 US Census.  (See 

Attachment ï City Map) 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS           
 Attachment  - City Map 
 
 
 

REFERENCES           
 None
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Attachment ð City Map 


